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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
PLEASE STAMP AND RETURN TO SHOW RECEIPT OF: 
In rc US Utility Application of: 

Application No.: 1 0/65 1 ,840 

Applicant(s): Richard G. CARTLEDGE et al. 

Filed: August 29, 2003 
I Title: IMPLANTABLE DEVICES FOR CONTROLLING THE INTERNAL 
, CIRCUMFERENCE OF AN ANATOMIC ORIFICE OR LUMEN 

1. Request for PTO Form- 1449 / %\ 
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Attorney Docket No.: 28099-0006 
Date filed: July 26, 2007 
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T-583 P. 003/007 F-598 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



Application No 
Applicant: 
Filed: 
Title: 

TC/A.U.: 
Examiner 
Docket No.: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Conf.No.: El 72 



AUG 2 3 2007 



10/651,840 
Richard G. C ARTLEDGE et al. 
August 29, 2003 

IMPLANTABLE DEVICES FOR CONTROLL ING THE INTERNAL 
CIRCUMFERENCE OF AN ANATOMIC ORIFICE OR LUMEN 
3731 

Natalie R. Pous 
28099-0006 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



LETTER REQUESTING PTO FORM-1449 



Dear Sin 



Applicants appreciate the allowance of this application. Howe ver, upon review of the 
file, Applicants note the PTO Fom>1449 filed April 27, 2007, has not beoa returned initialed by 
the Examiner. 

Applicants respectfully request the PTO Form- 1449 filed on April 27, 2007, be returned 
by the Examiner, initialed at each reference as well as signed and dated were appropriate, to the 
undersigned attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HOGAN & HARTSON L.L.P. 



Dated: July 26, 2007 

Hogan & Hartson LX-P. 

555 13 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-1109 
Telephone: (202) 637-5703 
Facsimile: (202) 637-5910 
Customer No. 24633 



By: 



Celine Jimenez Gov.-son 
Registration No. ^-0.357 

Thomas W. Edman 
Registration No. 5 1.643 
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t T \tt S PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re US Utility Application of: 

AoulicationNo.: 10/651,840 
A^SnKs): Richard GXortledge, et al. 

Filed: August 29, 2003 „ virP ^ FO(l CONTROLLING THE INTERNAL 

L Information Disclosure Statement _ /° X 

2 Form 1449 without references enclosed ^ 

Attorney Docket No, 28099-0006 \ J 

Dae fded: April 27, 2007 ^5??^^ ^ 

CJC/TWE/rrh \ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE CENTRAL PAX CENTER 



AUG 2 3 2007 



Application No. 

Applicants) 

Filed 

TC/A.U. 

Examiner 

Title 



Docket No. 
Customer No. 



10/651,840 Confirmation No. 8172 

Richard O. Caitledge, et al. 
August 29, 2003 
3731 

Natalie R, Pous 

IMPLANTABLE DEVICES FOR CONTROLLING THE 
INTERNAL CIRCUMFERENCE OF AN ANATOMIC ORIFICE 
OR LUMEN 

28099-0006 
24633 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F-R. S 1.97(b) 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, which ihc Examiner may 
deem relevant to the patentability of the above-identified application. 

The USPTO has waived the requirements under 37 CFR 1 .98 (a)(2XQ 10 submit 
copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent applications, publications when citing and submitting an 
Information Disclosure Statement in a patent application filed after June 30, 2003, and 
International Application that have entered the National Stage under 37 USC 371 after June 
30, 2003. Accordingly, copies of these types of documents are not bem* supplied in 
connection with this application. Reference is being made to PRE-OG Ncr.ce from the Office 
of Patent Legal Admin dated July 25, 2003, stating an Information Disclosure Statements may 
be filed without copies of U.S. patents and published applications for patent applications filed 
after June 30 7 2003. 

This information disclosure statement is being filed within one c f lbe following time 
periods: within three months of the filing date of this application other chan a continued 
prosecution application, or within three months of the date of entry into the national stage of 
this international application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, 
or before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request tor continued 
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Application No, 1 0/65 1 ,840 

Information Disclosure Statement dated April 27, 2007 

examination under §1.1 14. Therefore, no certification under 37 CF,R. 3 1 .?7(e) or fee under 
37 C.F.R. §K17(p) is required. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached PTO-1449. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists and does not constitute an admission the listed documents are material or constitute 
M prior art." If the Examiner applies the documents as "prior art" again any claims in the 
application and Applicant determines that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" 
under United States law. Applicant reserves the right to present to the Off! ce the relevant 
facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed document, should the; document be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

Except for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18, the Cororti issioner is hereby 
authorized by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this 
application including fees due under 37 C.FJL §§1.16 and 1,17 which may be required, 
including any required extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
■No. 50-1349. This paragraph Is intended to be a CONSTRUCTIVE PETITION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TDVffi in accordance with 37 C.FJL § 1.136(a)(3). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: April 27, 2007 

HOGAN & HARTSON LLP 

555 13* Street, RW. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Telephone: (202) 637-5600 
facsimile: (202)637-5910 
Customer No. 24633 



By: \y 

Celine Jimenez Crowson 
Registration No. 40,257 

Thomas W. Edma i 
Registration No. 5 ;,643 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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(Modified) PATENT AND TRADEMARK. OKHUfc 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. ■ APPLICATION NO. 

28099-0006 j 10/651,840 


APPLICANTS 

Richard G. Cattle CRe, et al. 


FILING DATE j 
August 29, 2003 


CROUP 

3731 


LLS, PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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PATENT 
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ISSUE 
DATE I 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 
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FILING DATE 
IF 
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B1 


4.676,253 


06/30/1967 


Newman et aL 










B2 
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06/09/1992 


Nielsen 
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09/14/1993 


Ferek-Petric et aL 
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06722/1996 


Marin et al. 
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NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the artlde (when apprconV.*), Title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial symposium, catalog, etc.), data, page(c), volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country 
where published. 




















EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609: Draw line thrush Citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of thi? fprm with next communication to applicant. 
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